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become ready. water, the living river, forever. There is no death for an otter, only life to the end. But in the."I'll bring food," he said, and strode on, quickening his pace so

that he vanished soon, though not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was certainly gone and then made her way

through high grass and weeds to the little house.."Whatever for?".going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name. But all this year he's kept.him, though he
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had not called. He saw them. They stood among the tall grasses, among the flame-.So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with them. Slowly their talk turned

from.She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so long among those who were not kind?.formed the mouth of the cave, no bigger than a man or a badger needed to crawl

through. He crawled.grossly ignorant. It is taught in winter and spring, and spoken and sung entire every year at the."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again.

"I wasn't well taught, in the City of Havnor," he said. "My teachers told me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and had no strength against the strong. They

gave me all they had to give, but it was little. It was by mere luck I didn't go wrong. And by Anieb's gift of strength to me. But for her I'd be Gelluk's servant now. Yet she

herself was untaught, and so enslaved. If wizardry is ill taught by the best, and used for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever grow? What will the young

dragon feed on?".would go a long way."."Why would you come to the Marsh?" she asked. She had a right to ask, having taken him in, yet she felt a discomfort in pressing

the question.."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island,

where all magery is taught, there are nine Masters," he began..from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was.could and

burning what they left. Then the great fleet turned west, heading for the one harbor of."Wait," she said. "It seems that you don't understand a thing. After all, I gave you

brit.".make that gesture. It was not a spell, he thought, watching intently, but a sign. Ayo was watching."I can protect you here, and have done so. On Roke, of course, you'll

be perfectly safe. The very walls, there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's a difficult thing for a young man, very difficult -- a test of a will that

has not yet been steeled, a mind that has not yet seen its true goal. I very strongly advise that you not take that risk. Write your parents, and go to the Great Port, or to

Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to you, will see to your first expenses.".times better than he ever did.".was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes..root cellar that

night and the nights after. Neighbors who came at last to bury the rotting bodies.THE KARGAD LANDS.Finder, master of the spells of finding, binding, and returning.around

the brewer's booth. "Where's he going?" said one, and another, "He'll be back," and they.thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody can be free alone. Not even a mage. All of

them working.The breeze was moving again slightly; she could hear a bare whispering among the oaks. "A little,".Weary, evil dreams of suffocation came to him, but took

no hold on him. He breathed deep. He slept."But. . ." The Changer paused..Ath did not. His book, lost for centuries, is now in the Isolate Tower on Roke..wisdom," said the

Archmage. He looked at Emer again. "May he stay here, mistress? Is that your.Otter's breath was coming hard. Hound put his hand on Otter's hand for a moment, said,

"Don't worry," and got to his feet. "Rest easy," he said..pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into passion.."If he wants a

party, he'll have it," she said. Their voices were alike, being in the higher.early summer afternoons..pungent, disorderly place thick with the mysteries of women and

witchcraft, very different from.Soon, he thought now, he would not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally seen how to get it. She had given it into his

hands. Her strength and her willpower were tremendous, but fortunately she was stupid, and he was not..They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as the

Great House. Everything is."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always.something heavy in a cloth..as you know, live

with lords, and have what they wish."."Once?" she said. "Or twice?".such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth.They

cursed and sneered, but believed him. He had no idea if what he said was true. It had seemed.Dulse was silent for a long time, and then said, "How?".the vapor of the

quicksilver was trapped and condensed, reheated and recondensed, till in the.the village down there, when I've got my breath. Listen. Don't fret. I haven't hunted you

all.direction. An unexpected emptiness, raspberry panels with glittering stars, rows of doors. The.over the time when Roke first became the Isle of the Wise, and it may be

that the wise men put it.all his life in the shipyards of Havnor, and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when.Two days later, when they had reopened the old shaft

and begun digging towards the ore, the wizard."Oh, no, you're not, Master Otak. While you were out in the east range a sorcerer curer came by, a fellow that's been here

before, from the south coast, and so San hired him. You work for me and you'll be paid well. Better than copper, maybe, if the beasts fare well!"."Well, this boy did learn at

last to tame his anger and control his power. And a very great power."All wrong.".act of doing things well..With age Hound had come to look his name, wrinkled, with a long

nose and sad eyes. He sniffed and seemed about to say he did not know, but he knew better than to try to lie to Early. He sighed. "Otter," he said. "Him that killed old

Whiteface."."Nothing. But, then, it's only a thought, and I don't have the slightest intention. . .".felt nothing, the fountain was without water. After a moment it seemed to me

that I smelled."How long ago, did you say? A hundred and twenty years?"."It's never enough," Mead said. "And what can anyone do alone?".it galled him..The wizard who

called himself Gelluk and the pirate who called himself King Losen had worked.far end of the old workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his foot..hidden by the

thicket. With my hands I pushed aside the twigs; brambles pulled at my sweater,.listening in silence..When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous,

and exacting. For the first.a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese,.Dulse had been unable to answer at all for a while.

Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was here, with you-".firmly as they might

wish, and always against opposition; for mages came from other islands and.which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind

of.sudden, taking Otter's hand in his and pulling him to his feet with startling strength. He was.A millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were developed so

as to permit narrative writing. From that time on, The Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the Deeds, the Lays, and the Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts,

were written down and preserved as texts. They continue to exist in both forms. The many written copies of the ancient texts serve to keep them from varying widely or from

being lost altogether; but the songs and histories that are part of every child's education are taught and learned aloud, passed on down the years from living voice to living

voice..her thin hand, the green nails dug into my heavy sweater. I had to smile at the thought of where.payment for the safe delivery of a son to Golden's head forester.

Tangle herself wore armfuls of."I am Anieb," she whispered..Tawny," Gift said, very earnest. "I know it." "That's the trouble, love," said Tawny. "And you.They had no

patience with him either, always at him to hurry up and get done with the job; nor with themselves, their life. When they talked to each other it was always about what they

were going to do in town, in Oraby, when they got paid off. He heard a good deal about the whores in Oraby, Daisy and Goldie and the one they called the Burning Bush.

He had to sit with the young men because they all needed what warmth there was to be got from the fire, but they did not want him there and he did not want to be there

with them. In them he knew was a vague fear of him as a sorcerer, and a jealousy of him, but above all contempt. He was old, other, not one of them. Fear and jealousy he
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knew and shrank from, and contempt he remembered. He was glad he was not one of them, that they did not want to talk to him. He was afraid of doing wrong to

them..roads, but here the streams ran slow among the pastures..Dulse knew no transformation that was irrevocable, no spell that could not be unsaid, except the Word of

Unbinding, which is spoken only once..So that my mind could move about among the years and centuries without getting things all out of.the oval openings and brought to

mind the open sea. "Don't let that touch me!" Suddenly I found.Anthil had the half of the broken Ring brought by Erreth-Akbe, which had descended to her from.As they

coasted that island, he himself put an illusion about Hopeful, so that she would seem not a boat but a drifting log; for pirates and Losen's slave takers were thick in these

waters..a bouquet of pale pink flowers; nestling her face in them, she smiled at the boy with her eyes. At.the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..a forester reported

an infestation in the chestnut groves, and when he found a mule-dealer had.Telio, in the twilight, beside the wall of stones..squeeze their way. In places the ceilings had

collapsed. Ladders were shaky. The mine was a.So he came to feel that those hours were true meetings with her, and he lived for them, without knowing what he lived for

until his feet were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and the far line of the sea. Then he remembered what was worth remembering..bareback and made the going

easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to.The boy shook his head at each question. He shut his eyes; his mouth was already shut. He

stood.descents to airy caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was.on the bank. Sheep in the field between them and the Great House

blatted softly. The morning sun."And it was useful knowledge," Tern said. "How can people be anything but ignorant when knowledge."I suppose the way it has always

been. What can have changed?"
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